And, finally, the British Government now gives to the Nizam a settled
sum of Rs. 25 lakhs per annum as payment for the Berar lease* What, one
may rightly ask, is the territorial guarantee the Government have given for
the regular payment of this sum ?

LORD RIPON.

Here, we must pause to express profound regret that the Nizam Mir
Sir Mahboob Ali Khan Bahadur's Ministers did not advise him when he
ascended the Masnad in 1884 to reopen the question. There was Lord
Salisbury's " promise" on the one side and, what is of far greater
importance, the Viceroy and Governor-General at that time was no less a
person than Lord Ripon, a man of very noble character, just views, liberal
ideas and a sympathetic heart. Had the Nizam, we say, appealed to Lord
Ripon, there is a presumption, and a very strong presumption, that the
question of the Berars would have been answered in a different way alto-
gether as compared with the way in which it was answered by one of his
successors, the Marquess of Reading. In fact, we are rather inclined to
think that Sir Osman All Khan's letter to Lord Reading in 1923 would have
been entirely unnecessary. Lord Ripon would have fought for the Nizam.
The opportunity was allowed to slip.

THE COMING OF LORD CURZON.

In the year 1902, Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy and Governor-
General, opened the question of the Berars on his own initiative. Whether
he received instructions from home, or, in order to add lustre to his name
and enhance his reputation, he so acted, we cannot say. The latter assump-
tion is the more probable as it is in keeping with his Lordship's character,
the nobler and cultural parts and features of which were laid under the
heels of restless ambition. Whatever might have been the truth, the first
move proceeded from the Governor-General himself. The first tentative
proposals came from the Government to Colonel (afterwards Sir David)
Barr and he conducted negotiations with the Nizam Mir Sir Mahboob Ali
Khan Bahadur, the father of the present Nizam. The negotiations started
about the end of January 1902. The proposals were that the Berars should
be leased over in perpetuity, that the Nizam would be paid a certain definite,
sum annually as payment for the lease. The Nizam, like his ancestors,
declined the proposal.
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